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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 105394 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, NATO, BE, NL 

SUBJECT: F- 104 REPLACEMENT AIRCRAFT 

REF: STATE 101858 

1. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF LETTER TO SECRETARY SCHLESINGER 
FROM NORWEGIAN DEFENSE MINISTER, DATED MAY 15: 

2. "THE MINISTERS OF DEFENSE BELGIUM, DENMARK, THE NETHER- 
LANDS AND NORWAY HAVE DECIDED ON 2ND MAY 1974 TO STUDY 
JOINTLY THE POSSIBILITIES FOR A COMMON REPLACEMENT PROGRAM 
OF OBSOLESCENT F-104S AND OTHER AIRCRAFT, AND BY THE END OF 
SUMMER 1974 IF POSSIBLE TO COME TO A COMMON POSITION. 
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3. "THE FOUR COUNTRIES ARE IN AGREEMENT THAT AMONG OTHER 
CANDIDATES THE AIR COMBAT FIGHTER’ DERIVATIVES OF THE 
LIGHT WEIGHT FIGHTER’ TYPES (NORTHROP AND GENERAL 
DYNAMICS), MIGHT BE ELIGIBLE FOR SELECTION. 

4. "IN ASSESSING THE VARIOUS CANDIDATE AIRCRAFT, THE DEGREE 
OF PREPAREDNESS OF YOUR GOVERNMENT TO PARTICIPATE IN AND TO 
SUPPORT A POSSIBLE JOINT PROGRAM IS A FACTOR OF THE HIGHEST 
IMPORTANCE. THEREFORE, IT WOULD BE HIGHLY APPRECIATED BY 

ME AND MY THREE COLLEAGUES, WHO DELEGATED ME TO ADDRESS YOU, 
IF YOU COULD AGREE TO A VISIT TO USA BY A GROUP OF HIGH 
RANKING OFFICIALS OF THE FOUR COUNTRIES TO DISCUSS IN 

APPROPRIATE DEPTH MATTERS RELEVANT TO THE VARIOUS PROGRAM 
PROPOSALS WITH DELEGATES OF US GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES CON- 
CERNED. 

5. "IN VIEW OF THE TIME AVAILABLE I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE THE 
FREEDOM TO SUGGEST THAT SUCH DISCUSSIONS BE INITIATED IN 
THE WEEK COMMENCING ON THE 24TH OF JUNE 1974. IT IS IN- 
TENDED DURING THE SAME TIME TO HAVE PARALLEL DISCUSSIONS 
ON SPECIALISTS LEVEL WITH THE PRIME CONTRACTORS CONCERNED, 
AIMING AT COMPLETING BOTH THE DISCUSSIONS WITH GOVERNMENT 
AGENCIES AND THE INDUSTRY WITHIN TWO TO THREE WEEKS. 

6. "PENDING YOUR APPROVAL OF THE PROPOSED VISIT, THE 
SUBJECTS TO BE DISCUSSED WILL BE FORWARDED AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE BY A SEPARATE LETTER." RUSH 
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